AFTER   EVEREST
the baby had recovered and the father took it home.
Then we began to discover where he had been during those
days of absence. He had gone round to some of the
villages in the district, saying : "Dr. Somervell has called
me in to help him treat some cases of cancer which he
found too difficult to do himself. I am a famous cancer
specialist, and for a consideration I'll treat anyone here
who comes along to-day." The Indian villager is a simple
soul, and a number of them believed this and entrusted
themselves to his care. We discovered his misdeeds owing
to the fact that several of his patients came along to
Neyyoor afterwards for treatment for mysterious symptoms
of poisoning from the drugs he had given them. A man
Hke this represents the second type of vaittyan, the non-
resident, purely adventurous type, " here to-day and gone
to-morrow/' who is simply out for a fee, and knows so
little about the doses or effects of drugs that he is careful
to be continually on the move, and thus to be some dis-
tance away by the time his drugs take effect.
With all their faults, vaittyans are clever at massage,
and the better among them have a good and well-arranged
system of massage and physical medicine. This is no doubt
derived from the Ayurvedic system of medicine, whose
exponents constitute the third and by far the most respect- -
able type of " unqualified" physician. The Ayurvedic
system is of ancient origin, and dates from the Vedic
times. Like the Hippocratic, it considers disease is due to
a lack of balance between the fundamental " humours,"
Vayu (air or wind), Kabam (phlegm), and Pittam (bile).
In many respects it is not unlike the medicine that was
practised in Europe during the greater part of the Middle
Ages and later, though the European variety was more
varied in its superstitions and magic, whilst the Indian,
with his innate love of systematization, has kept the Ayur-
vedic system much more rigidly organized and stereotyped
throughout the ages. In many respects, also, the Ayur-
vedic system has remained quite unchanged, and its more
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